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L obster-claw heliconia. Lob-
ster-claw heliconia. Lobster-claw 
heliconia.

We honeymooned at a Jamaican 
resort, which was es-
sentially treehouse- 
like buildings in a 
botanical garden. 
One morning, we 
took a tour of the 
garden with the head 
landscaper who 
repeated each plant’s 
name at least three 
times to help us 
remember … which 
worked, but now I 
find myself needing 
to say “lobster-claw 

heliconia” three times. 
It was this tour that first made me 

appreciate Mother Nature’s gorgeous 
artwork — especially the bright-colored 
ones in the tropics. 

Gardens not only fill our world with 
beauty, but they make us healthier. 
We can get exercise and vitamin D by 
working in one, and we can unwind and 
relax by enjoying one as well. 

The University of South Florida 
Botanical Gardens provides a 16-acre 
oasis in a metropolitan landscape.

“Home to a wide variety of native 
flora and fauna, the Gardens serve the 
dual purpose of providing an oasis for 
the university and the community it 
serves, as well as providing a home for 
important research projects,” states 
the website. “Classes in disciplines 
ranging from environmental science to 
pharmacy use the Gardens to further the 
research enterprise at USF. In addition, 
several disciplines are using the newly 
planted medicinal gardens in hopes of 
discovering new treatments for a variety 
of diseases.”

Support USF’s 
Botanical 
Gardens

NORTH PORT — Nine failed 
attempts later, the North Port City 
Commission has yet to come to a 
decision regarding a special election. 

The Commission met Tuesday to 
discuss holding a special election in 
November or a later date for Mayor 

Jacqueline Moore’s Seat 2 spot. 
After two hours, the Commission 

came to a 3-2 vote against holding 
the election for Seat 2 in concurrence 
with the general election. However, the 
Commission did not vote on what date 
the special election should be held. 
A proposed date for a later general 
election is May 9, with a March 14 
primary.

Moore holds the Commissioner 
Seat 4 spot. Due to redistricting in 
December 2015, she will no longer be 
eligible for Seat 4 and is running for 
Seat 2. She announced her resignation 
from her position on June 8. Seat 4 
will be an at-large seat until the 2018 
election.

The discussion centers on if the 

City Commission fails to decide 
on special election date

By LAUREN COFFEY
STAFF WRITER
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NORTH PORT — A journalist’s 
investigation into evidence suggesting 
Jesus had a wife led him to Southwest 
Florida, ultimately to Venice and North 
Port, and then to Germany and back to 
North Port resident Walter Fritz.

Fritz, 50, maintains he purchased 
a papyrus that looked to be ancient 
from his longtime friend and some-
time business partner, Hans-Ulrich 
Laukamp, in 1999. 

In an article in the June 15 edition of 
The Atlantic magazine, journalist Ariel 
Sabar documents his quest to attempt 
to authenticate ownership and the ac-
tuality of the papyrus, which has been 
the subject of debate between scholars 
and theologians for four years.

A Harvard professor, Karen L. King, 
revealed the papyrus to scholars in 
2012 at an event held in Rome, saying 
on it (in part) was the phrase “Jesus 
said to them, My wife.” It was written 
in Coptic language and was reportedly 
from the eighth century — about 
700 years after Jesus lived, but before 
King Charlemagne was crowned Holy 
Roman emperor. 

The story in The Atlantic is more 

than 11,000 words and heavily focused 
on Fritz and King. It took six months to 
write and delves into Fritz’s personal 
life — along with heavy hints at rea-
sons he would attempt to perpetrate a 
hoax suggesting Jesus had a wife.

Fritz said Tuesday that, if it is a hoax, 
it’s not one he created. He said he 
cautioned against making too big a 
deal of the piece of papyrus.

“I contacted Professor King at 
Harvard to authenticate a piece of 
papyri I’d acquired many years ago,” he 
said. “I did that as a question, without 
any bad intent.”

Fritz said he bought the six pieces of 
ancient writing paper with the Coptic 
lettering for $1,500 from Laukamp, 
who had kept the papyri in an enve-
lope with a goal of putting the items in 
a frame. 

“He gave me two beer mugs along 
with it,” Fritz said.

Laukamp and his wife had been 
Venice residents and had businesses 

in the area. 
Both died 
of cancer 
more than a 
decade ago.

On 
Tuesday, 
Fritz said 
Laukamp had explained his family in 
East Germany had the papyri. Fritz 
said he didn’t know where Laukamp’s 
family obtained the items.

On Monday, Harvard distanced itself 
from the authenticity of the items and 
words, putting the blame on Fritz.

“Reached for comment by The 
Boston Globe after publication of the 
Atlantic article, Professor King was 
quoted as stating that ‘It appears now 
that all the material (owner Walter) 
Fritz gave to me concerning the 
provenance of the papyrus ... were 
fabrications,’” the university stated 
on its website. “King stated that the 
Atlantic’s investigation ‘tips the balance 
towards forgery’ and that the prepon-
derance of the evidence now presses in 
that direction.”

In the she-said, he-said, Fritz said it’s 
on King. He never said it was authen-
tic, saying he sought to authenticate 
the evidence and have it used for 
research, not to be a smoking gun that 
Jesus was married.

“In her opinion, this piece was 
authentic,” he said.

She’d had several people do indepen-
dent research, including other univer-
sities and private firms, he said. She 
sought to publish the work but needed 
to contract with him for it, he said. 

“I wanted certain things made 
clear: You publish it at your own risk,” 
he said he wrote to King. “I give no 
guarantee as to its authenticity.”

And then King made a splash, reveal-
ing the item in Rome in 2012.

Harvard: ‘Jesus’ wife’ evidence likely a hoax

By SCOTT LAWSON
NORTH PORT SUN EDITOR
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SARASOTA — Betty Gawthrop has 
been a Manasota Key resident for a long 
time. She was an active part of the beach 
community and, at one time, was on its 
turtle patrol.

Now, though, she said it’s tough to see a 
future there.

“When I moved here, there once was a 
broad beach, but now the water has been 
coming up under my house during  the 
storms; I suffered quite a bit of damage 
and a tree fell on my roof and deck,” said 
Gawthrop, pointing to the damage caused 

by Tropical Storm Colin, which shut down 
beaches along the Gulf and led lawmakers 
to review its policies on erosion and 
beach renourishment.

Oftentimes, erosion is combated using 
a variety of short-term solutions, includ-
ing sandbags. Commissioner Christine 
Robinson said it’s time for the county to 
develop long-term ones to solve the issue 
once and for all.

Robinson initiated a discussion 
Tuesday during the Board of County 
Commissioners meeting to devise 
an action plan to tackle erosion and 
beach renourishment in Manasota 
Key, North Manasota Key, South Venice 

and Caspersen Beaches. The plan may 
include, but is not limited to, a beach 
erosion assessment by county staff; 
informational workshop for residents; 
survey of property owners or renourish-
ment assessments; further steps deemed 
appropriate for evaluation.

The panel unanimously voted 5-0 to 
authorize Sarasota County Administrator 
Tom Harmer to investigate the matter.

“We need an assessment on our 
beaches,” Robinson said. “We need to 
find a long-term solution first; that’s very 
different than a short-term one. These 

County to combat eroding beaches
By JONATHAN SCHOLLES

STAFF WRITER

BEACHES | 8

Christy
FEINBERG
COLUMNIST

LIVE LIKE A TOURIST

SUN PHOTOS BY CHRISTY FEINBERG

A monarch butterfly lands on milkweed, a 
plant that is vital to the species’ survival. 
Various kinds of butterflies and plants can 
be seen at the University of South Florida 
Botanical Gardens.

CLARIFICATION: Clarifying information in a 
Tuesday article: Jaha Cummings is a member of TEAM 
Punta Gorda but not a member of its board.

These rubber rain boots make a cute flower 
pot at the University of South Florida 
Botanical Gardens.
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ONLINE
To read the full story by Ariel 

Sabar, visit theatlantic.com and 
search for “The Unbelievable 
Tale of Jesus’s Wife.” 
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PHOTO PROVIDED BY LISETTE POOLE, THE ATLANTIC

North Port’s Walter Fritz is the focus of a story in The Atlantic this month.

North Port man, 
owner of evidence in 
question, maintains 

nobody is certain


